FRANCE IN TWELFTH CENTURY	301
views ; he was king's servant first, ecclesiastic second. The
Church suffered from the subordination of its interests to
political ends. But Louis' merits outweighed his demerits,
and it was not to the Church's interest to quarrel with him.
When the archbishop of Lyons, supported by Calixtus II,
tried to make good his primacy over Sens, Louis wrote in
protest to the Pope and recited the services he had rendered
to the Church and in particular to the Papacy. In effect he
won his case, as the primacy was not seriously pressed in the
future. Possibly his reminder sank in. At any rate, though
their ecclesiastical authority was greater in France than else-
where, the Popes were coming to depend on that kingdom
in time of need; and now that the kingship was beginning to
be a reality once more, it was especially on the king that they
had to depend. He could not be treated as brusquely as
Gregory VII had treated Philip I, or ignored as Urban had
ignored Philip during his long stay in France. By his services
both to the French Church and to the Papacy Louis created
another asset for his successors.
It is clear that in various ways changes were taking place Th
which were of advantage to the monarchy. For some of
them, especially the suppression of insubordination within
the domain, Louis was directly responsible; but some seem
to have come about, almost despite him, by force of circum-
stances. One such was the development of communal feeling
in the towns. Though Louis in certain respects rose superior
in character to the majority of his contemporaries, especially
in his natural kindliness, he was essentially a man of his age
with all its prejudices. So he saw eye to eye with the noble
classes, those who engaged, with him or against him, in martial
exploits ; and in dealing with them the customs of the feudal
code, the traditions of knightly behaviour, were his rules of
conduct. Only when these were outraged was he relentless,
as he was at last with Hugh of Le Puiset and Hugh of Cr£cy.
It was natural to have men of noble birth as his chief coun-
sellors and ministers. That he could recognise efficiency even
among the humble clerks is shown by the rise of Suger ; but
he did not give Suger his complete confidence until after the
fall of Stephen of Garlande, and Suger had been in a sense
ennobled by being made abbot. With his conservative out-
look, Louis could not be expected to pay much regard to the

